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Stortebeker was thus out of the way ; but there still
remained Godeke Michelson. So the Hamburgers
with Simon of Utrecht and his Coloured COW^T^CQ more
set forth and once more returned victorious, bearing
in their train Godeke Michelson, eighty robbers, and
the under-chieftain Wigbold, of whom it is said that
he had been a professor of philosophy at Rostock,
and had exchanged his chair for the forecastle of a
ship. These men also were all decapitated in the
presence of the burghers and municipal council.

It was a heavy day's work for the executioner, and
it is related that he waded up to his ankles in blood.
After it was all ended an alderman asked him kindly
if he were not much wearied. " Oh no," said the
headsman, laughing grimly," I never felt better in my
life, and I have strength enough left to behead the
whole lot of you councillors." For this treasonable
speech he was at once dismissed from his post.

Various relics exist to this day to keep Stortebe-
ker's memory fresh in Hamburg. Among them were
a small whistle with which he gave the signal to his
ships during a storm, an iron cannon nineteen feet
long, his armour, and the executioner's sword.

But chief of all Hamburg preserved the so-called
Stortebeker goblet, a silver bumper, from which
tradition says he drank. " Whosoever comes to Ham-
burg and does not go to the Ship's Company, that
he may drink from the goblet of Stortebeker and
Godeke Michelson, and write his name in the book
that lies beside it, has not been in Hamburg," says an
old writer. This goblet is about a yard and a half
high, and holds four bottles. A sea-fight is engraved